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To the Citizens of Wood County, 
 

As Wood County’s Chief Financial Officer, it is my pleasure to present Wood County’s Citizens 
Financial Report for the year ended December 31, 2025.  This report provides a brief and easily 
understood financial summary of the county’s revenues and expenditures as well as statistical 
information about the county and the local economy.  The purpose is to provide greater accountability 
to you, as county citizens.  The statements and charts contained in this report are unaudited; however, 
most of the information in this report has been taken from Wood County’s 2025 Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report. 

 
The County’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report was audited by the Auditor of State of Ohio 
and conforms to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).  This report does not include 
custodial funds, component units, or full disclosure of all material financial and non-financial events 
reported in the notes to the financial statements.  Our first Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
was compiled in 1996, and each year since we have received the Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA). 

 
The Citizens Financial Report of Wood County is a continuation of the level of professionalism the 
Wood County Auditor’s Office has worked to attain, and is presented as a means of increasing public 
confidence in county government and its elected officials through easier, more user-friendly 
information.  If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me. 

 
 

Sincerely,        
                                                                              

Wood County Auditor                                                                                                            
 

                                                                                                                  
 

Matthew Oestreich                                                                                             
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DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN WOOD COUNTY - 2025 
 
 
Wood County was formed on April 1, 1820, and named for Colonel Eleazer Darby Wood, an engineer and 
officer at Fort Meigs during the War of 1812.  The city of Perrysburg was the county seat prior to 1868 when 
county offices were moved to the city of Bowling Green.  Wood County is located in northwestern Ohio, almost 
directly south of the city of Toledo, and covers an area of 620 square miles.  The county is comprised of 5 
cities, 21 villages, and 19 townships; the county seat is Bowling Green.  According to current estimates, the 
population of Wood County is 134,176.  Bowling Green is the largest subdivision with an estimated population 
of 30,128.  Most of the county’s industry is located in the northern section, the remainder being largely in the 
various cities and villages. 
 
The county provides for its citizens with the powers conferred upon it by Ohio statutes. Fifteen officials are 
elected by the voters of the county to manage various segments of the county's operations.  They are the three 
commissioners, auditor, treasurer, recorder, clerk of courts, coroner, engineer, prosecuting attorney, sheriff, 
three common pleas court judges, and the probate/juvenile court judge.  All elected officials are authorized to 
perform their duties under various sections of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
The elected three-member Board of County Commissioners functions as both the legislative and executive 
branches.  Each commissioner serves a term of four years.  The county budget process is constantly evolving 
and being refined throughout the year.  The county commissioners are required by law to adopt a permanent 
budget no later than March 31 of each year and a final budget no later than the end of the year.  The county’s 
budget is tied to the official certificate of estimated resources (certificate).  The certificate details the total 
amount of funds available from all sources, including the unencumbered cash balances from the previous year.  
Appropriations cannot exceed the amount listed on the certificate for each fund.  Often it is necessary to amend 
the certificate to reflect additional funds received, or in some cases reduce the certificate when it is apparent 
that anticipated revenues will not be forthcoming.   
 
The auditor serves as the county’s chief fiscal officer and appraiser.  The auditor prepares financial reports, 
acts as payroll agent, and reviews and pays all county bills.  The distribution of real and delinquent property tax 
settlements to the subdivisions and the distribution of local government funds are also the responsibility of the 
auditor.  An agent for the Ohio Department of Taxation, the auditor sells vendor’s licenses, and is the sealer of 
weights and measures.   
 
The treasurer oversees the receipt and disbursement of funds for the county and is responsible for collecting 
taxes for the county, as well as for the subdivisions (schools, municipalities, and townships) within the county.  
The treasurer is the custodian of all county funds and is responsible for investing those funds.   
 
As the repository of records for all property transactions in the county, the recorder is responsible for 
safeguarding every property owner’s title.  Real estate documents constitute a major portion of the recordings 
and/or filings, but financing statements on personal property and military discharge papers are also filed in the 
recorder’s office. 
 
The clerk of courts maintains the records of common pleas court, issues motor vehicle and watercraft titles, and 
serves as clerk for the Sixth District Court of Appeals.  
 
A licensed physician, the coroner evaluates and rules on all violent, accidental, and suspicious circumstance 
deaths, homicides, suicides, and sudden deaths of persons in apparent good health.   
 
The engineer has the responsibility of maintaining highways, bridges, culverts, and traffic control signs in a safe 
and proper manner each day of the year.  Cleaning, debrushing, and general ditch maintenance are also the 
responsibility of the engineer. 
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The office of the prosecuting attorney includes three divisions.  The criminal division prosecutes all felony 
criminal offenses occurring in the county.  The juvenile division prosecutes all cases involving juvenile 
offenders.  The civil division provides legal services to the county, school districts, and townships. 
 
As the county’s chief law enforcement officer, the sheriff provides law enforcement, correctional services, and 
civil services to residents.  The sheriff polices and serves all areas in the county and provides contract police 
services. 
 
The court of common pleas, general division, handles felony criminal matters; domestic relations matters, 
including divorce, dissolution, change of custody, visitations, and child and spousal support enforcement and 
modification; general matters, including those arising out of auto accidents, product liability claims, real estate 
matters, and contract disputes; and administrative appeals such as those in the area of workers’ compensation, 
unemployment compensation, and appeals from certain local government decisions. 
 
The probate/juvenile court hears probate cases involving decedent’s estates, guardianships, conservatorships, 
testamentary trust, civil actions, adoptions, mental illness, minor settlements, and wrongful deaths.  The 
juvenile division hears cases concerning traffic offenses, delinquency, unruliness, neglect, abuse, dependency, 
and custody involving individuals under the age of eighteen, as well as paternity cases for adults and children. 
 
ECONOMIC CONDITION AND OUTLOOK 
 
Wood County saw a slight rise in unemployment rates, with an average of 4.5% in 2025, underscoring the 
importance of continuous recruiting of high quality employers.  
 
Wood County saw another successful year for economic development in 2025, anchored by another Amazon 
project in Perrysburg Township costing over $30 million and creating 150 jobs. On the southern end of the county 
in North Baltimore a new international attraction, La Linea Verde will be investing over $15 million and creating 
77 jobs at their first United States facility. The company is a well-known Italian food company that will be producing 
fresh soups out of the North Baltimore facility. Middleton Township also saw construction continue on the Meta 
data center project located to the northeast of State Route 25 and State Route 582. This worksite currently 
employs over 1,000 construction workers daily with that total expected to ramp up considerably in 2026.  
 
These projects would not be possible without the great team that Wood County and its jurisdictions bring to every 
opportunity and the collaborative environment behind the scenes that lays the foundations for continued success 
in economic development. 
 
WOOD COUNTY MAJOR INITIATIVES  
 
 
Current capital projects include renovations to the Justice Center and Job and Family Services. Future capital 
projects include a new Highway Garage facility. 
  
The county continues to push for funding for replacement of bridges and infrastructure improvements which are 
resources for the entire county. 
 
Lake Erie water quality remains an important issue to not only the county, but to the whole region.  The abundance 
of fresh water from Lake Erie is a fantastic resource for much of Ohio and Michigan.  Through discussions with 
citizens, scientists, state officials, farmers, and local government leaders the county seeks a solution that 
addresses drinking water as a vital regional issue for the benefit of our citizens from the perspectives of good 
health and economic vitality. 
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GENERAL FUND BALANCE 
 
The General Fund is the primary operating account for the county and accounts for all financial resources that 
are not restricted for specific purposes. The following chart shows the December 31 unencumbered cash 
balance of the General Fund for the past five years. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) basis 
shows a General Fund balance of $60,002,676.  This calculation generally shows a balance in excess of actual 
cash on hand.  Due to prior commitments and upcoming obligations, the balance shown is not the actual 
amount of resources available to be spent.   
 
The General Fund unencumbered cash available at December 31, 2025 was $28,486,567.  
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 INVESTMENTS 

 
                 
         
             
    Negotiable Certificates of Deposit                                           $ 490,589 
 
    Corporate Bonds           36,514,435 
 

  Municipal Bonds           14,697,365 
           
    Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation Notes        41,242,090 
  
    Federal Farm Credit Bank Notes                                                       19,364,340 
 
    Federal Home Loan Bank Notes                        29,582,810  
 

  U.S. Treasury Notes          69,103,320   
                      

    STAR Ohio           16,264,858 
 
     
      
  This summary provides an analysis of the different types of investments carried 
   by the county.  “Fair Value” refers to the amount the county could receive if it  
  sold the investment.  
 
 
 

                       SALES TAX AND NET INVESTMENT INCOME     
        
 
 
 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS                                                                 $227,259,807 

INVESTMENT                                                                               FAIR VALUE 

26,518,465 
28,740,060 28,893,157 29,454,642 

31,370,696 

(316,205)
(4,384,348)

11,045,398 11,791,875 
13,208,845 
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FINANCIAL BENEFITS expected payment is to be made Deferred Inflows of Resources
after December 31, 2025. and Unearned Revenues are

Cash is the amount of physical items that cannot be recognized
cash held by the county in Short Term Debt represents the as revenues of the period in which 
checking accounts and on hand amount of "notes" which are  they are received, as the monies
for purposes of paying expenses. issued so the county can obtain will not be available until a 

funds from outside entities for subsequent period.
Investments are made up of the projects it undertakes.  These 
funds not needed to be held to notes must be paid for within one BENEFITS OVER BURDENS
pay expenses.  The treasurer year.
invests these funds in a variety of This amount represents the 
different types of accounts.  This Long Term Debt represents the difference between the financial
allows the county to earn interest amount of bonds which the benefits of the county and the
on its surplus cash. county has issued and still owes. detriments which it must pay.  The

Bonds do not have to be paid off amount provides the net position
Receivables represent the in one year, rather the county of the county.
amounts which are owed to the makes monthly or yearly 
county and which are expected payments on these amounts.
to be paid to the county after
December 31, 2025.

Property and Equipment 
represents the land, buildings,
equipment, furniture, and vehicles
which provide for an economic
benefit of greater than one year.

Deferred Outflows of Resources
represent a consumption of net
position that applies to a future
period and will not be recognized
as an expense/expenditure until
that time.

FINANCIAL BURDENS

Amounts Owed to Employees
and Vendors are those items
which the county owes to 
individuals and companies who 
supply a good or service, and the

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
December 31, 2025

SUMMARY
The Statement of Net Position, known in accounting terms as the "Balance Sheet," is designed to
provide a picture of the county's financial position at the end of the year (excluding custodial
funds, which account for benefits that are not the county's).

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
December 31, 2025

Excludes Custodial Funds

Financial Benefits
Cash $ 228,579,676
Investments 10,452,800
Receivables 82,243,589
Property and Equipment 159,331,533
Other Assets 8,699,342
Deferred Outflows of Resources 19,272,986
Total Financial Benefits $ 508,579,926

Financial Burdens
Amounts Owed to Employees

and Vendors $ 125,491,854
Long Term Debt 12,950,000
Deferred Inflows of Resources 53,750,935
Total Financial Detriments $ 192,192,789

Benefits Over Burdens $ 316,387,137
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 SUMMARY
 The Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance, known in accounting terms
 as the "Income Statement," is designed to provide a record of the money received and spent during the
 year (excluding custodial funds, which account for benefits that are not the county's).

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Sources of revenue are the monies received by the county from a variety of sources used to pay for the
services it provides.

Taxes are resources which Intergovernmental is the Health Insurance/Workers'
include real estate tax, combined resources received Compensation is charges made
sales tax, and a variety of smaller from grants and monies to all county offices and agencies
taxes. administered by the State of Ohio in order to provide these

and the federal government. coverages to employees.
Charges for Services are the
combined resources of various Special Assessments are Interest is the earnings on the 
county departments and amounts levied on real estate bills county's investments.  
agencies for fees paid to them for by the county and other local
services they provide. governments for providing Other Revenues are those

improvements such as ditches, revenues received that do not fit
Licenses and Permits are the water and sewer service, lighting, into the other designated
revenues derived from selling and sidewalks. categories, such as refunds, sale
these items. of personal property, rent, and

unexpended allowances.
Fines, Costs, and Forfeitures
are the resources derived from
fines and costs levied in the 
courts, and the monies received 
from a variety of forfeitures, 
including seized property.

SERVICES PROVIDED
Services provided are the amounts spent in order to provide services to citizens.

Legislative and Executive
expenditures are for the costs Judicial expenditures reflect the Public Works expenditures 
incurred by administrative offices costs of administering justice reflect the costs incurred by the
including the commissioners, through the Wood County county engineer and solid waste
auditor, treasurer, prosecuting courts. management district.
attorney, planning commission,
board of elections, recorder, Public Safety expenditures Health expenditures reflect the
and records center. reflect the costs of the coroner, costs to maintain public health,

sheriff, communications center, including the dog shelter and
and justice center. alcohol drug addiction and mental

health services board.

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN 

For The Year Ended December 31, 2025
FUND BALANCE
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Health Insurance/Workers'
Compensation expenditures are 
the costs to provide insurance
coverage for health and work
related accidents to the
employees of the county.

Human Services expenditures
relate to the department of job
and family services, the Board of
Developmental Disabilities,
the child support enforcement 
agency, and the veteran's
assistance center. 

Conservation and Recreation
expenditures are the costs 
incurred relating to the historical
center and museum.

Economic Development
expenditures are costs related to
creating and/or keeping business
and industry in the county.

Other expenditures relate to 
costs that do not fit in the above 
categories.

Capital Outlay expenditures are
specifically related to the 
purchase and construction of
improvements to county land,
buildings, equipment, and
vehicles.

Intergovernmental
expenditures are monies passed
through the county government
to other governments, including
the Ohio State University
Extension Office.

Enterprise expenses are those 
Debt Service expenditures relate costs associated with operating
to the costs of paying principal building inspection, Wood Haven
and interest on county debt. Health Care (nursing home), and

the landfill.

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
Excludes Custodial Funds

Resources Taken In
Taxes $  87,417,779 
Charges for Services 25,614,033
Licenses and Permits 3,218,305
Fines, Costs, and Forfeitures 1,239,832
Intergovernmental 60,974,310
Special Assessments 1,164,165
Health Insurance/Workers' Compensation    18,529,205
Interest 13,664,665
Other 2,153,163
Total Revenues and Resources $ 213,975,457

Services Provided
Legislative and Executive $   34,225,784
Judicial 13,437,749
Public Safety 14,959,750
Public Works 15,268,901
Health 16,339,792
Health Insurance/Workers' Compensation   23,948,630
Human Services 54,188,986
Conservation and Recreation 586,185
Economic Development 1,115,525
Other 570,545
Capital Outlay 12,481,990
Intergovernmental 1,262,140
Debt Service 1,590,039
Enterprise 23,360,375
Total Expenditures and Services $ 213,336,391

Revenues and Resources Over
Expenditures and Services $   639,066

11



2025 2024 2023
Taxes 87,417,779$          82,779,713$          79,720,204$          
Charges for Services 25,614,033            26,083,535            25,235,204            
Licenses and Permits 3,218,305              3,573,462              3,107,123              
Fines, Costs, and Forfeitures 1,239,832              1,371,022              931,593                
Intergovernmental 60,974,310            47,715,868            50,015,669            
Special Assessments 1,164,165              1,332,896              1,142,685              
Health Insurance/Workers' Compensation 18,529,205            13,307,156            15,072,720            
Interest 13,664,665            12,484,454            11,876,694            
Other 2,153,163              1,709,146              2,740,109              

Total Revenues and Resources 213,975,457$        190,357,252$        189,842,001$        

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM
County Revenues - 2025

COUNTY REVENUES - LAST 3 YEARS

Taxes
40.9%

Charges for 
Services

12.0%
Licenses & 

Permits
1.5%

Fines, Costs, & 
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0.6%

Intergovernmental
28.5%

Special 
Assessments

0.5%

Health 
Insurance/Workers' 

Comp
8.7%

Interest
6.4% Other

1.0%
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2025 2024 2023
Legislative and Executive 34,225,784$          28,227,255$          24,458,042$          
Judicial 13,437,749            12,442,296            11,134,186            
Public Safety 14,959,750            14,270,846            11,804,347            
Public Works 15,268,901            15,352,979            15,104,915            
Health 16,339,792            15,916,049            13,736,030            
Health Insurance/Workers' Compensation 23,948,630            22,041,827            15,252,921            
Human Services 54,188,986            48,472,223            43,877,477            
Conservation and Recreation 586,185                 746,034                 407,047                 
Economic Development 1,115,525              1,078,372              1,121,987              
Capital Outlay 12,481,990            16,892,460            22,424,492            
Intergovernmental 1,262,140              621,282                 582,350                 
Debt Service 1,590,039              1,630,067              1,665,198              
Enterprise 23,360,375            14,382,648            14,900,524            
Other 570,545                 594,638                 457,147                 

Total Expenditures and Services 213,336,391$        192,668,976$        176,926,663$        

WHERE THE MONEY GOES
County Expenditures - 2025

COUNTY EXPENDITURES - LAST 3 YEARS
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                 COUNTY REVENUES

   TAX REVENUES BREAKOUT  PROPERTY TAX BREAKOUT

                COUNTY PORTION OF PROPERTY TAXES BROKEN DOWN

A CLOSER LOOK AT TAXES
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General Operating  -  Wood County's share of the "inside 10 mills" of unvoted property tax equals 2.4 mills.
Of the total available, 2.35 mills is designated for the General Fund and generated approximately $11,659,186
in 2025.

Historical Center  -  With the agreement of the Wood County Commissioners, the Wood County Budget
Commission levies .05 mill of the county's inside millage on behalf of the Wood County Historical Museum site.
Commitment to preservation and upkeep of the historical museum site (formerly the county home) has been
deemed essential for the education and heritage of future generations.  In 2025, approximately $248,068 was
collected for this purpose.

Child and Adult Protective Services  -  2025 marks the eighth year of a 10 year, 1.3 mill renewal levy.
This levy offers protective services for children and fragile adults who are considered to be "at risk."
Proceeds provide safety and support in the home for elderly clients and therapy and housing for children who 
have been neglected or abused. Approximately $4,594,291 was collected in 2025.

Developmental Disabilities  -  The Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities is funded by eight
continuing levies totaling 9.15 mills.  Approximately $25,052,248 was generated in 2025.  These levies support
care, education, and vital services for individuals with developmental disabilities through daycare, preschool
through high school education, as well as adult residential group homes and assisted independent living.

ADAMHSB  -  The Wood County Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Services Board provides care
through two voted levies totaling 2.60 mills.  These levies generated approximately $9,339,038 in 2025. 
Wood County citizens are provided with mental health education, care, and crisis intervention.  Counseling
for drug and alcohol abuse are provided through local schools, employers, and the court system.  

Parks  -  The 1.0 mill Park replacement levy generated approximately $3,534,070 for the Wood County Park
District in 2025.  This levy enables the park district to expand and maintain its system of parks and bikeways
throughout Wood County.  Individual local governments have received grants through this levy to improve or
create their own local parks. 

Health  -  The Wood County District Board of Health services all of Wood County, with the exception of the
city of Fostoria.  A .5 mill renewal levy from 2021 generated approximately $1,758,257 for the district in
2025.  Funds from this levy are used for general operations, salaries, benefits, and supplementary funds for
various children, youth, and adult programs.

Senior Citizens  -  A .7 mill renewal levy with an additional .3 mills, passed in 2021 for the Wood County 
Committee on Aging, generated approximately $3,708,951 in 2025.  Operation of seven senior citizen centers 
and programming are funded through this revenue.  These centers provide a base for senior citizen activities, 
daily meals, home-delivered meals, and senior-related programs and activities. 

YOUR COUNTY PROPERTY TAX DOLLAR
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PROPERTY TAX COMPUTATION

Market Value  x  35%  x  Millage* = Real Estate Tax (Gross Tax Per Year)
Gross Tax  x  H.B. 920 Percentage Reduction* = Tax Reduction (Tax Credit)     (Minus)
Real Estate Tax Less Tax Reduction = Sub Total
Inflation Cap Credit***** = Tax Reduction (Tax Credit)     (Minus)
Sub Total  x  Non-Business Tax Credit Factor** = Non-Business (Tax Credit)     (Minus)
Sub Total  x  Owner Occupancy Tax Credit Factor** = Owner Occupancy (Tax Credit)     (Minus)
Homestead*** = Homestead (Tax Credit)     (Minus)
Sub Total = Real Estate Net (Net Tax Charge)
CAUV Recoupment**** = CAUV Recoupment     (Plus)
Special Assessments = Special Assessments     (Plus)
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes = Delinquent Real Estate Taxes     (Plus)
Delinquent Special Assessments = Delinquent Special Assessments    (Plus)
Real Estate Net Plus CAUV, Specials, and Delinq. = Net Tax Charge
Net Tax Charge Divided By 2 = Net Half Year Tax

EXAMPLE:

This example assumes your home has a fair market value of $100,000 with no homestead, agricultural
CAUV recoupment, special assessments, or delinquencies.

$100,000  x  35%  x  70.05 (.0705)* = $2,467.50
2,467.50  x  .357345* = 881.75                     (Minus)
2,467.50  -  871.57 = 1,585.75              
Inflation Cap Credit 116.75                     (Minus)
1,469  x  8.2487% (.082487)**  = 121.17                     (Minus)
1,469  x  2.06% (.020621)** = 30.29                       (Minus)
No Homestead*** = -                           (Minus)
1585.75-268.21 = 1,317.54              
No CAUV Recoupment**** = -                           (Plus)
No Special Assessments = -                           (Plus)
No Delinquent Real Estate = -                           (Plus)
No Delinquent Special Assessments = -                           (Plus)
1,317.54  +  0 = 1,317.54              
1,317.54  Divided by 2 = 658.77                 

*Wood County has 83 taxing districts with their own tax rate and reduction factor.
**Owner Occupancy Tax Credit and Non-Business Tax Credit factors can be different for each taxing district
     (maximum combined tax credit is 12 1/2%).
***Senior citizens 65 and older and the permanently disabled are eligible to receive homestead exemption
     (reduction in real estate taxes) provided their annual household income is $40,000 or less for 2024.
****Recoupment of prior tax savings on acreage being converted from agricultural use.
*****Inflation Cap Credit available to residents in a qualifying school district or vocational district limiting 
       20 and 2 mill growth to inflation rather than real estate market depreciation 

HOW TO COMPUTE YOUR TAX BILL
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  GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
Real Estate Tax is a tax levied on land and buildings.  Individuals and businesses pay this tax on the property 
they own.  Two key components in calculating real estate taxes are the taxable or assessed value (market x 
35%) of the property and the millage rate. 

Market Value is the estimated sales value of the property.  For purposes of real estate taxes, the county auditor 
determines the market value of all the property in the county.  The county auditor then calculates the 
taxable/assessed value for each property. 

Taxable and Assessed Value are different terminologies for the same thing.  The taxable value is determined 
by taking 35% of the market value of the property.  For example, a property that would have a market value of 
$100,000 would have a taxable/assessed value of $35,000. 

Reappraisal and Triennial Update  Every six years the county auditor reappraises all of the properties to 
determine their market value.  Every three years, the county auditor performs a triennial update of the market 
values based on recent home sales.   

Mills  Property tax rates are computed in mills.  A mill is 1/1000 or .001.  One mill costs a property owner $1.00 
for every $1,000 of taxable value. 

Inside Millage  In Ohio, millage is referred to as “inside” millage and “outside” millage.  Inside millage is millage 
provided by the Constitution of the State of Ohio and is levied without a vote of the people.  It is called inside 
millage because it is “inside” the law.  Another name would be unvoted millage.  The Constitution allows for 10 
mills of inside millage in each political subdivision.  Public schools, counties, townships, and other local 
governments are allocated a portion of the 10 inside mills. 

Outside Millage is any millage “outside” the 10 mills that is provided by the Constitution of the State of Ohio.  
This millage is voted in by the public.  Another name for outside millage is voted millage and is the majority of 
the tax rate levied. 

Effective millage is the calculated millage rate that is actually levied on property.  Once a levy is voted in, a 
political subdivision cannot collect any additional money due to valuation increases from reappraisals or triennial 
updates on that levy.  As property values increase, the millage rate on that voted levy is decreased so that the 
levy generates the same amount of money.  This reduced millage rate is referred to as effective millage.  The 
only way political subdivisions get any additional money on voted millage is from new construction or from 
having their millage reduced below the minimum amount allowed by law (20 mill floor). 

House Bill 920  During the 1970s property values were increasing at a very high rate.  In 1976 the Ohio 
Legislature enacted House Bill 920.  This bill effectively freezes all voted real estate millage at the dollar amount 
collected the first year the millage went into effect.  As property values rise through reappraisals or triennial 
updates, the outside millage is reduced.  In simple terms, the amount of money a political subdivision collects 
from a levy does not increase as property values increase. 

20 Mill Floor  As property values increase, voted millage rates are decreased so that political subdivisions do 
not collect any additional money on voted millage due to inflation.  Over time, millage rates could be reduced to 
near zero.  To keep this from happening to school districts, Ohio law established a minimum millage level, or 
floor, that millage rates cannot fall below.  This minimum level is 20 mills.  Once a school district’s total millage 
is reduced to 20 mills, it cannot be reduced any further, hence the 20 mill floor. 
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Homestead Exemption allows senior citizens with Ohio adjusted gross incomes less than $40,000 who are 
age 65 and older and the permanently disabled to reduce their property taxes by exempting $28,000 of the 
market value of their home from all local property taxes provided they own and occupy their home.   

Disabled Veterans Homestead Veterans permanently disabled or individually unemployable as determined by 
the U. S. Department of Veterans Affair due to service are entitled to a $56,000 exemption.  

Public Service First Responders Homestead allows surviving spouses of an officer killed in the line of duty a 
$56,000 exemption.  

Owner Occupancy Credit (formerly the 2 ½ percent tax reduction) is a real estate tax reduction available to 
the homeowner’s principal residence.  You must own and occupy your home as your principal place of 
residence (domicile) on January 1 of the year you file for the rollback.  A homeowner and spouse are entitled to 
this tax rollback on only one home in Ohio.   

Non-Business Tax Credit (formerly the 10 percent rollback) is a real estate tax reduction applied to all real 
estate that is not intended primarily for use in a business activity. 

Bond Levy is a levy that allows the political subdivision to issue debt to build or improve buildings.  It is a 
“bricks and mortar” levy.  Bond levies cannot be used to pay staff or utilities or any other operating expenses.  
Bond levies are used to build buildings but cannot be used to operate the new buildings. 

Emergency Levy funds the day-to-day operations of a school district.  It can be used for salaries, instructional 
supplies, textbooks, transportation costs, maintenance and upkeep, etc.  This type of levy is submitted to the 
voters as a dollar amount.   

Incremental Levy is a school district levy that can be either in terms of millage incremental or dollar 
incremental. In these instances, millage rates or dollar levies are automatically phased in over a number of 
years.  

Permanent Improvement Levy funds can be used by a school district to acquire property, construct or improve 
buildings, purchase assets, etc.  Permanent improvements have an estimated useful life of five or more years, 
and funds cannot be used for operating expenses.     

Regular Operating Levy is a levy that funds the day-to-day operations of a political subdivision.  It can be used 
for salaries, instructional supplies, textbooks, transportation costs, maintenance and upkeep, etc.  The millage 
rate is submitted to voters for approval, not the dollar amount.   

Renewal Levy extends the term and purpose of an expiring levy while considering original property valuations 
at the time of passage.  Renewal levies have a reduction factor annually applied in order to raise the same 
amount of funding as in the original year of passage.  If passed at the identical mills as the original levy, a 
renewal levy normally will not change the amount of tax paid. 

Replacement Levy extends the term and purpose of an expiring levy, but unlike a renewal levy, takes the 
current property valuations into consideration.  If passed at the identical mills as the original levy, a replacement 
levy will normally increase tax if the property values have risen since the original passage of the levy. 

House Bill 186  Establishes a new inflation cap credit that prevents school district property taxes from 
increasing in excess of the rate of inflation.  

 



The county treasurer collects all real estate taxes.  The county auditor then distributes these funds to the
taxing districts to which they belong.  Taxing districts not wholly in Wood County (*) received additional
amounts from the other county or counties which comprise their district.  The following table shows the
amounts distributed for 2025.  The taxes collected and distributed were based on 2024 assessed values,
levied in 2024, and collected in 2025.

SUMMARY OF TAXES COLLECTED AND DISBURSED

City Real Estate Taxes

Bowling Green $   4,287,456
Fostoria* 180,729
Northwood 524,048
Perrysburg 7,398,630
Rossford 3,701,735

School District

Anthony Wayne* 1,651,363
Bowling Green* 28,155,792
Eastwood 11,287,137
Elmwood* 6,190,618
Fostoria* 2,006,461
Four County* 9,980
Gibsonburg* 49,230
Lake* 11,499,479
Lakota* 1,354,492
McComb* 788,238
North Baltimore* 4,490,648
Northwood 7,138,684
Otsego* 7,843,259
Patrick Henry* 106,823
Penta County* 11,571,527
Perrysburg 44,712,783
Rossford 22,903,614
Vanguard* 172,966

Township

Bloom 575,426
Center 329,277
Freedom 748,532
Grand Rapids 301,068
Henry 2,249,288
Jackson 267,194
Lake 4,147,394
Liberty 206,740

Township - continued Real Estate Taxes

Middleton $   2,817,485
Milton 366,030
Montgomery 395,572
Perry 335,820
Perrysburg 8,696,288
Plain 332,495
Portage 250,526
Troy 1,314,196
Washington 371,184
Webster 361,831
Weston 294,112

Village

Bairdstown 7,045  
Bloomdale 44,245
Bradner 104,806
Custar 12,171
Cygnet 16,744
Grand Rapids 101,596
Haskins 270,916
Hoytville 20,692
Jerry City 19,257
Luckey 154,105
Millbury 106,934
Milton Center 6,345
North Baltimore 473,412
Pemberville 53,975
Portage 33,552
Risingsun 80,194
Tontogany 27,995
Walbridge 139,069
Wayne 115,009
West Millgrove 9,987
Weston 85,583
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Ohio Public Works Commission Loan is a ten year debt instrument which is interest free.  The loan will
be paid from resources of the Motor Vehicle and Gasoline Tax special revenue fund. 

General Obligation Bonds are long-term debt instruments which are paid from property taxes received
by the General Fund or from enterprise-related revenues.

Special Assessment Bonds are long-term debt instruments which are paid from the proceeds of the
special assessments levied against those property owners who primarily benefit from the project.

Balance 01/01/25 Issued Retired Balance 12/31/25

OPWC Loan -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     

General Obligation Bonds 14,595,000          -                       1,050,000            13,545,000           

Special Assessment Bonds -                       -                       -                       -                       

Total Debt 14,595,000$        -$                     1,050,000$          13,545,000$         

The 12/31/25 debt balance of $13,545,000 includes Wood County Public Library bonds of $595,000.

DEBT OBLIGATIONS

OUTSTANDING DEBT ANALYSIS
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Year Unemployment Ohio
2021 3,000 5.1
2022 2,400 4.0
2023 2,300 3.5
2024 3,000 4.3
2025 3,200 4.6

Source:  Ohio Department of Job & Family Services (estimates are not seasonally adjusted)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau

Bairdstown Village 115      Jackson Township 482      Perrysburg Township
Bloom Township 960      Jerry City Village 454      Plain Township
Bloomdale Village 665      Lake Township 6,956   Portage Township
Bowling Green City 30,808 Liberty Township 1,565   Portage Village
Bradner Village 971      Luckey Village 1,009   Risingsun Village
Center Township 1,140   Middleton Township 4,366   Rossford City
Custar Village 178      Millbury Village 1,193   Tontogany Village
Cygnet Village 543      Milton Center Village 137      Troy Township
Fostoria City (Wood Co.) 1,092   Milton Township 614      Walbridge Village
Freedom Township 1,318   Montgomery Township 1,804   Washington Township
Grand Rapids Township 661      North Baltimore Village 3,369   Wayne Village
Grand Rapids Village 925      Northwood City 5,160   Webster Township
Haskins Village 1,245   Pemberville Village 1,326   West Millgrove Village
Henry Township 711      Perry Township 1,437   Weston Township
Hoytville Village 220      Perrysburg City 25,041  Weston Village

Wood County 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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POPULATION
      Wood County, Ohio                 2025 Estimate 134,176
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Total Percentage of
Assessed Total Assessed

Type of Business Valuation Valuation
*Rover Pipeline, LLC       Pipeline $212,512,640 4.29%
First Energy Service       Utility 131,544,580 2.65
Nexus Gas Transmission LLC       Utility 49,211,170 0.99
Troy Energy       Utility 31,143,680 0.63
First Solar Inc       Manufacturer 27,838,100 0.56
Columbia Gas of Ohio Inc       Utility 25,458,430 0.51
AEP       Utility 25,410,940 0.51
Columbia Gas Transmission       Utility 17,783,770         0.36
Fedex Ground Transportation 15,340,070 0.31
Generation Pipeline       Pipeline 9,325,080 0.19

$545,568,460 11.00

Total County Assessed Valuation 4,958,627,560$  

* valuation under appeal

Number of Percentage of
Type Employees  Total Emploment

Amazon Retail 4,000 6.00%
First Solar Manufacturer  3,000 4.50
Bowling Green State University University 2,634 3.95
FedEx Ground Distribution 2,000 3.00
Magna International Manufacturer 2,000 3.00
Owens Community College College 1,188 1.78
Wood County Hospital Hospital 926 1.39
Wood County Government 891 1.34
Home Depot Distribution Retail 850 1.27
Walgreen Company Retail 775 1.16

18,264 27.38%

Total Employment Within Wood County 66,700                
Source:  Wood County Economic Development Commission
               Ohio Labor Market Informer

Employer

PRINCIPAL TAXPAYERS
Top Ten Companies
December 31, 2025

Taxpayer

LARGEST EMPLOYERS
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Population Unemployment Sales Tax Sales Tax Property Total
County (2020 Census)         Rate*            Rate*** Collected**   Value   Debt

Fulton 42,713          5.3% 7.25% 11,319,420$  1,490,562,510$  2,038,902$   

Hancock 74,920          4.4                  6.75             20,078,517   2,684,737,580    12,210,877   

Henry 27,662          5.5                  7.25             6,325,569     1,179,804,180    822,189        

Lucas 431,279        6.0                  7.75             125,103,398  11,651,237,250  202,240,073  

Ottawa 40,364          6.5                  7.00             12,138,248   3,213,286,540    17,607,990   

Putnam 34,451          3.8                  7.00             6,890,060     1,381,722,790    -                

Sandusky 58,896          5.6                  7.25             15,584,502   2,004,919,280    30,875,653   

Seneca 55,069          5.0                  7.25             12,394,507   1,884,621,450    8,926,000     

Wood 132,248        4.5                  6.75             31,370,696   4,958,627,560    13,545,000   

For 2025, comparative information was requested and obtained  from each of the respective county auditors.  This information
   provides an insightful look at how we compare to other counties.
*Annual average for 2025, provided by Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.
**Sales tax collected, provided by the Ohio Department of Taxation.
***Sales tax rates are 5.75% for State of Ohio and the remainder is local permissive.
    Wood County TARTA portion 7.25%

PER CAPITA DEBT (Total Debt to Population)

HOW DO WE COMPARE?
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                   GENERAL ACCOUNTING government including villages, townships, schools, and
the county.

The county auditor is the chief fiscal officer of Wood
County.  It is his responsibility to account for the Ohio law limits the amount of taxation without a vote of
millions of dollars received each year by the county the people to what is known as the "10 mill limitation"
and to issue warrants (checks) in payment of all ($10 per $1,000 of assessed valuation).  Any additional  
county obligations, including the distribution of tax real estate taxes for any purpose must be voted by
dollars to Wood County itself and to its five cities, county residents.  The "tax rate" is an accumulation of
twenty-one villages, nineteen townships, and eighteen all of these levies and bond issues.
school districts, as well as other county agencies.  The
county auditor is the watchdog over all county funds
and maintains the official records of all receipts, 
disbursements, and fund balances. The Wood County Auditor's GIS is an integrated collection

of software, hardware, and data used to manage, view, 
The county auditor also distributes motor vehicle and analyze information.  It is comprised of numerous
license fees, gasoline taxes, estate taxes, fines, and aerial photographs dating back to 1998 which have
local government funds in addition to real estate taxes. geographic date layers attached to the base maps.

                REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT GIS electronic map information is available to be used by a
variety of city and county jurisdictions and in numerous

Wood County has more than 74,322 individual parcels applications such as:  appraisal, planning, economic
of real property.  It is the duty of the county auditor's development, E-911, board of elections, code compliance,
office to see that every parcel of land and the engineering, utilities, water and waste water mapping to
buildings thereon are fairly and uniformly appraised name a few.
and then assessed for tax purposes.  A general 
reappraisal is mandated by Ohio law every six years
(2023) and an update every third year (2026) following 
a general reappraisal.  The office maintains a detailed Special assessments are not part of the real estate tax, 
record of the appraisal on each parcel in the county, but are included as a separate item on the real estate tax
and these records are open for public inspection. bill.  These could include such items as ditch assessments

or improvement levies such as street paving, curbs, 
REAL ESTATE TAXES AND RATES lighting, sidewalks, sewer lines, or water lines.  The county

auditor is required by law to keep an accounting of these
Under Ohio law, the county auditor cannot and does special assessments, to place them on the tax duplicate
not raise or lower property taxes.  Tax rates are as a separate item, and to return the money collected to
determined by the budgetary requests of each the city, village, township, or county office which levied the
governmental unit, as authorized by a vote of the assessment.
people, and are computed in strict accordance with
procedures required by the Ohio Department of Tax              HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AND
Equalization.                 PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACK

Annually, the county auditor prepares the General Tax Homestead exemption and property tax rollback are 
List and Duplicate.  For taxation purposes, property forms of property tax relief.  Every residential and
owners are assessed at 35 percent of fair market value. agricultural property taxpayer receives a Non-Business
The tax bill is based on the tax rate multiplied by the Tax Credit.  However, all levies passed in or after 
valuation on the Tax Duplicate.  This is a taxpayer's November 2013 will not be eligible.  Senior citizens with
proportionate share of the cost of operating local incomes of less than $40,000 who are age 65 and

WOOD COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE

                       SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

       GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS)
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older and the permanently disabled are eligible to                       WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
receive homestead exemptions (reduction in real 
estate taxes) provided they own and occupy their The county auditor is the sealer of weights and
home.  Permanently disabled veterans and surviving measures for the entire county, thus protecting the
spouses of public service first responders are entitled general public from the possible loss which may occur
to an additional reduction available at the county from faulty measuring devices.  He is charged with the
auditor's office.  Manufactured homes are also responsibility of ensuring that state laws relating to weights
included in the homestead program. and measures are strictly enforced.  Gas pumps, scales,

price scanners, and linear measures are all checked
The county auditor's office also administers Ohio's regularly to verify their accuracy.  Currently there are
Owner Occupancy Tax Credit, which replaced the 2 1/2 194 establishments using weights and measure devices in
percent property tax reduction law passed in 1979.  Wood County.  Gas pumps and scales make up the 
This tax reduction is for residential and agricultural majority of devices tested, 1,445 and 661, respectively.
owner occupied dwellings.  Applications are available  
at the county auditor's office and on the auditor's
website at   https://auditor.co.wood.oh.us

Properties that have been foreclosed upon for delinquent
             MANUFACTURED HOME TAXES taxes and offered for sale on two occasions by the 

sheriff and not sold are forfeited to the State of Ohio by
Under Ohio law, it is the responsibility of owners of court order and remanded to the county auditor for sale.
manufactured homes (mobile homes) to register their In 2025, 4 parcels of land were sold for a combined sale 
homes with the county auditor for tax purposes.  amount of $4,150. 
Annually the county auditor's office assesses each
manufactured home and prepares a tax duplicate.
The manufactured home tax is distributed to the local
taxing districts (cities, villages, townships, schools) in - Member/Secretary of the Board of Revision
the same manner as real estate taxes.  In Wood - Member/Secretary of the Budget Commission
County there are 4,073 manufactured homes on the - Member/Secretary of the Data Processing Board
tax duplicate. - Member/Vice President of the Wood County Community

       Improvement Corporation
                               LICENSING - Member of the Buildings and Grounds Committee

- Member of the Debt Review Committee
The county auditor's office is the focal point in the - Member of the Financial Report Review Committee
county for the issuance of licenses for dogs,  kennels, - Member of the Tax Incentive Review Council
vendors, cigarettes, and junk yards.

Dog licenses compose the largest number of licenses
sold.  The annual dog registration is a service
designed to benefit the animal, its owner, and the
community.  The animal control facility (dog shelter)
operates under the board of county commissioners,
who annually set the fees for licenses.  Dogs may be 
registered with one year, three year, or permanent
licenses.

Vendor's licenses authorize businesses to sell tangible
property to the public and collect sales tax.  The Ohio
Department of Taxation collects the sales tax from 
businesses and then returns the local portions back to
the individual counties.  Currently, the sales tax rate in
Wood County is 6.75%, with 5.75% going to the State Auditor Matthew Oestreich, Certificate of Achievement for
of Ohio and 1% being returned to the county. Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 2024 fiscal year.

FORFEITED LAND SALE

ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE AUDITOR
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WOOD COUNTY AUDITORS 
 

 
Seneca Allen .................................................................................................................. May 3, 1820 
 
Ambrose Rice............................................................................................................................. 1820 
 
Thomas W. Powell ...................................................................................................... c. 1821 - 1829 
 
James W. Robinson ................................................................................................................... 1830 
 
John C. Spink .................................................................................................................. 1831 - 1834 
 
Willard V. Way ............................................................................................................................ 1835 
 
E. B. Eagle .................................................................................................................................. 1836 
 
W. H. Sloane ............................................................................................................................... 1836 
 
Sidney C. Sloane............................................................................................................. 1837 - 1839 
 
A. L. Fowler ..................................................................................................................... 1840 - 1841 
 
Addison Smith ........................................................................................................................... 1842 
 
Jairus Curtis ................................................................................................................ c. 1842 - 1843 
 
Addison Smith ................................................................................................................ 1844 - 1851 
 
Sardis D. Westcott .......................................................................................................... 1852 - 1855 
 
James W. Ross ............................................................................................................... 1856 - 1859 
 
Addison Smith ................................................................................................................ 1860 - 1863 
 
George N. Parsons ......................................................................................................... 1864 - 1867 
 
S. B. Price ................................................................................................................................... 1867 
 
Joseph B. Newton ........................................................................................................... 1868 - 1873 
 
Samuel Case ................................................................................................................... 1874 - 1881 
 
Ebenezer W. Poe ............................................................................................................. 1882 - 1886 
 
John B. Wilson ................................................................................................................ 1887 - 1894 
 
George W. Gaghan ......................................................................................................... 1894 - 1900 
 
Burton C. Harding ........................................................................................................... 1900 - 1906 
 
Fred W. Toan ................................................................................................................... 1907 - 1910 
 
Charles E. Stinebaugh .................................................................................................... 1911 - 1913 
 
Ralph S. Gillespie ....................................................................................................... c. 1914 - 1918 
 
Edward E. Coriell ............................................................................................................ 1919 - 1926 
 
C. O. Cummings .............................................................................................................. 1927 - 1934 
 
Claude L. Filiere .............................................................................................................. 1935 - 1938 
 
Harry L. Williamson ........................................................................................................ 1939 - 1951 
 
Kenneth Slaughterbeck .................................................................................................. 1951 - 1971 
 
Harold R. Bateson ........................................................................................................... 1971 - 1993 
 
Michael Sibbersen .......................................................................................................... 1993 - 2017 
 
Matthew Oestreich……………………………………………………………………………………2017 - 
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WOOD COUNTY WEBSITE:  
www.woodcountyohio.gov 
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1) Courthouse Complex and
Law Library, 1 Courthouse Sq.

2) Senior Center
140 S. Grove St.

3) Public Defender
123 N. Summit St.

4) Alcohol, Drug Addiction,
Mental Health Services Board
745 Haskins Rd.

5) Agricultural Society, 
Fairgrounds,13800 W. Poe Rd.
6) County Highway Garage
600 E. Poe Rd.
7) Regional Airport Authority
1255 E. Poe Rd.

8) Clerk of Courts - Auto Title,
Soil and Water Conservation
District, Veteran's Assistance
1616 E. Wooster St.

9) Economic Development,
OSU Extension Office,
639 S. Dunbridge Rd.

10) East Gypsy Lane Complex
1900 Block E Gypsy Lane Rd.
11) Historical Center/Museum
13660 County Home Rd.
12) Northwestern
Water & Sewer District,
12560 Middleton Pike.
13) Park District,
18729 Mercer Rd.
14) County Landfill,
15320 Tontogany Rd.
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Wood County Courthouse Complex 
 

 
 
On the covers are photographs from the spring of 2026 of the Wood County 
Courthouse. It is decorated with patriotic buntings and flags to celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of the nation. The semiquincentennial celebration is organized by the 
America250 Commission and focuses on reflecting on the past and looking to the 
future, fostering a sense of national pride and unity. Ohio will participate with a 
wide variety of events including reenactments, exhibits, festivals and more! A full 
listing of events is available at https://america250-ohio.org/events-calendar/ 
 
 
 

The pictures on the covers were taken by Auditor Matthew Oestreich. 
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